HOLY COMMUNION

The Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025 | 8:00AM

Saint Gabriel’s Episcopal Church | Marion, Massachusetts



Welcome to Saint Gabriel’s Episcopal Church

St. Gabriel’s Newsletter, Tidings, is a weekly email with reminders about important events in parish life. Please call
the parish office (508-748-1507) and give us your e-mail address or mailing address so we can keep you involved.
Remember the following in your prayers today and during the coming week.

For Healing: Ryan Conant, Howard Carter Davis, Marisa & Anthony Eilers, Cynthia Evans, Rob Hiller, Bernie
Klim, Sr., Mary Moller, Jimmy O’Maiza, Melissa Parsons, Cathy Roberts, Ben Smith, Adam Stauff, Diana
Tottenham, Nash Waterman, Brodie Yeaw, Carol Zefeber, Karen Silva, Michelle, Kathy Feeney, James Good, Tori,
Matt, Beau, Danny Miller, Patricia Leite, Donna Duddy, Jim Feeney, Maria Stanley, Matthew Stanley & Family,
Bernie Klim, Jr., Betty Savery, Adriano Lima, Don & Genie Rice, Philip Lukoff, Heather Bradley, Nancy Griswold,
Catriana Hall, Patricia Voigt, Wayne Porter, Charles Smith, Sheila Converse, Libby Klim

Men & Women serving in our Armed Services: Ben Hall, Ned Havel, James Kinney, Andriy Noble & Patrick
O’Brien



The Word of God

Entrance Rite

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice.

Peaple Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is neatr.

COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS (BCP p. 323)
The Celebrant says

TRISAGION (BCP p. 324)
The following is said, all standing three times

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by
our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
The peaple sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus “it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. ‘Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm
the feeble knees. ‘Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; ‘then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; ‘the burning sand shall become a
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. “A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 'No lion shall be there, nor shall any
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. '"And the ransomed
of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Stlence may follow.



PSALM: Psalm 146:4-9
Remain seated.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise forever;
“Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
"The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
"The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
"The LORD shall reign forever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
The people sit.

A Reading from the letter of James.

"Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth,
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. *You also must be patient. Strengthen your heatts,
for the coming of the Lord is near. “Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! ""As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11

Al stand.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“When John heatd in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples ‘and said to him, “Are you
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” ‘Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: 'the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf heat, the dead are raised, and the
poor have good news brought to them. “And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 'As they went away,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken
by the wind? "What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes
ate in royal palaces. 'What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. '"This is
the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before
you.” ""Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has atisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
Peaple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. David Fredrickson



THE CREED (BCP p. 327)
All stand.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Al remain standing.

Come, Lord God, give strength to the hands that are tired and to the knees that tremble with weakness. You are the
God who cares for all who are down, you come down to where we are to uplift us. You are the God who gives us
hope. You come to rescue us.

Come, Lord our Saviour.

Lord, may your church travel the road of holiness, may we grow in faith, grow in love, and grow in number. We
pray for the church to which we belong and for the church universal. May the good news be preached to the poor,
May the gospel be proclaimed in all places. Lord, we need your help and your strength. You come to rescue us.

Come, Lord our Saviour.

We remember before you the discouraged and fearful, all whose freedom is limited by tyranny, all whose lives are
restricted by poverty, all who are abused by those in power, all whose dreams are destroyed by mockery. You are
the God who gives us hop. You come to rescue us.

Come, Lord our Saviour.

We pray for the time the lame will leap for joy, when the deaf will hear, when the blind will be able to see, when the
mute will shout your praise, when the handicapped will find freedom, when sorrow and grief are done away and all
will sing and shout for joy. We remember all who long for this time. We pray for friends and loved ones in
sickness, we remember those who are terminally ill. You are the God who gives us hope. You come to rescue us.

Come, Lord our Saviour.

You are the Lord and giver of life, you give life which is eternal. We give you thanks for the saints in glory. We
remember before you all who have served this community in the past. We remember loved ones departed this life.
You come to rescue us.

Come, Lord our Saviour.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP P. 331)
At the confession the priest stands and declares absolution on the people.

THE PEACE
All stand.
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

The Great Thanksgiving (BCP p. 333)
The People remain standing.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

SANCTUS (BCP p. 334)
Celebrant and People



THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 336)
People and Celebrant

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 337)
INVITATION

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 339)
The People may join in saying this prayer

BLESSING
The priest blesses the people, saying

DISMISSAL

Let us bless the Lord.
Peaple Thanks be to God.

From riteplanning.com.
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Saint Gabriel’s Episcopal Church

Invites you to celebrate Christmas with us.

Christmas Craft Fair
Sunday, December 14th - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Christmas Pageant
A Christmas Carol
Sunday, December 21st - 5 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service
Family Service at 4:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service at 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Morning Communion Service
Thursday, December 25th - 10 a.m.

124 Front Street, Marion
www.stgabrielsmarion.org  508-748-1507

Clergy & Staff

Interim Priest: The Rev. David Fredrickson;
Deacon: The Rev. Kristine Holmes;
Director of Music: David N. Burnham

Assisting at Today’s Liturgy

Ushers: Susan & Richard Poyant; Chalice Bearers: TBD;
Lector: TBD;
Altar Guild: Joan Roller & Suzy Titus

The altar greens are dedicated to all the new members of Saint Gabriel’s parish.



Weekly Reminder

Today 9:00 a.m. — St. Gabriel’s Christmas Craft Fair
4:00 p.m.

Tues 16" 12:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group
6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting

Wed 17th 11:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Vespers

Thurs 18" 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Group
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sat 20" 11:00 a.m. Jane Lonsdale Memorial

Sun 21* 8:00 a.m. Rite I Chapel Service

10:00 a.m. Rite II Church Service

5:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant

Announcements

* St. Gabriel’s Christ Craft Fair, Today in the Parish Hall 9am — 4pm
Food — Drinks — Shopping — Photos with Special Guest - Raffles

% Christmas Plant Orders are due Monday, December 15™.
% Vespers Continues December 17" at 6:00 p.m.

¢ Christmas Pageant Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m..

Learn More About Saint Gabriel's St. Gabriel’s I'm New Here Stewardship .
The Episcopal Church  Children & Youth Formation  Mission Trip 2026 “About The Parish” Make a Pledge Payment Parish Survey
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